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Abstract 

 

Final Fantasy XIV: Endwalker transcends the realms of mere entertainment, providing 

players with a profound exploration into philosophical inquiries. It serves as a canvas adorned 

with intricate narratives, complex characters, and meticulously crafted worlds, each acting as 

a stepping stone in a deconstructive odyssey through fundamental questions about existence, 

reality, and place within it. This is not a conventional tale of heroes overcoming villains; 

instead, it is a metaphysical journey where the Warrior of Light navigates fractured shards of 

a shattered world, confronting the very essence of being. In the Fourteenth Shard, a realm 

where reality crumbles and rewrites itself, players grapple with Heidegger's concept of 

Dasein, a being thrown into a pre-structured universe. Every step questions the ground 

beneath them, compelling a reassembly of their fractured identity in a world on the brink of 

annihilation. Ethical dilemmas weave through the narrative, echoing Kant's principles of duty 

and consequence. Choices bear weight, demanding the sacrifice of personal desires for the 

greater good. Players become entwined in moral labyrinths, each decision leaving a lingering 

echo on their conscience and shaping the fate of countless realms. Mythopoeic elements, 

reminiscent of Tolkien's epic tapestries, infuse the narrative with tangible manifestations of 

metaphysical concepts. Hero's journeys, as outlined by Campbell's monomyth, resonate 

through every character arc, inviting players to partake in a collective exploration of the 

human spirit's struggle against existential anxieties. Time becomes malleable, manipulated by 

Bergson's philosophy of a fluid, interconnected web of existence. Past, present, and future 

blur, challenging linear understanding and prompting players to contemplate the cyclical 

nature of time and the interconnectedness of all moments. Endwalker delves into the abyss of 

existentialism, confronting players with questions that echo the works of Sartre and Camus. 

The meaning of life hangs in the balance, the burden of freedom weighs heavy, and the absurd 

whispers in the face of mortality. These raw explorations compel players to engage with their 

vulnerabilities, urging them to carve their own meaning in a seemingly indifferent universe. 

Finally, the game hints at a universe where consciousness whispers even in the seemingly 

inanimate. This panpsychism, echoing contemporary philosophical explorations, blurs the 

lines between self and other, prompting players to reconsider their relationship with the 

virtual world and the possibility of a universal web of interconnected existence. Endwalker 

surpasses the realm of a mere game; it stands as a philosophical playground, a catalyst for 

introspection, and a transformative journey through the complexities of being. By leaving 

players with profound reflections on their existence, it serves as a reminder that the most 

significant adventures often unfold within the depths of own minds, rather than in battles 

fought with swords. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The fourth expansion of the popular MMORPG Final Fantasy XIV, titled Final 

Fantasy XIV: Endwalker, presents an expansive and epic narrative exploring a broad 

philosophical spectrum of themes such as existence, reality, and our place within it. With its 

rich storytelling, intricate world-building, and complex characters, Endwalker invites players 

to contemplate the nature of their own existence. This article will delve into deciphering 

various philosophical themes within the game, providing a glimpse into the depths of 

existential inquiry.  

Metaphysical Reflections: Navigating Ontological Crossroads in Endwalker 

In the unfolding narrative of Endwalker, the Warrior of Light's awakening in a post-

apocalyptic world after the final clash between Zodiark and Hydaelyn sets the stage for a 

profound exploration of metaphysical philosophy. The journey undertaken to the XIVth 

Umbral Calamity becomes a traverse through ontological chaos, reminiscent of Martin 

Heidegger's philosophical concept of "Dasein." Dasein, depicting human existence as being 

thrown into a pre-structured world, finds resonance in the Warrior's quest as the laws of 

reality continually shift in the XIVth Umbral Calamity. As the Warrior of Light grapples with 

existential questions in this ontological turmoil, pondering the very essence of existence, the 

nature of reality, one's identity, and the sense of place, the narrative mirrors a metaphysical 

odyssey. The XIVth Umbral Calamity becomes a metaphorical realm where the Warrior, akin 

to Dasein, is confronted with the foundations of their own existence, questioning the meaning 

within the chaotic fabric of reality. This section delves into the metaphysical reflections 

within Endwalker, drawing parallels to Heidegger's Dasein concept. It interprets the Warrior 

of Light's experience in the XIVth Umbral Calamity as a metaphysical journey, inviting 

players to contemplate their own existence and identities within the intricate tapestry of 

metaphysical philosophy. 

Dance of Duty and Choice: Where Do We Stand on the Thread of Fate? 

The protagonist of the game, the Warrior of Light, endeavors to establish a balance between 

the role of a savior and the exercise of personal agency. Each decision made resonates, 

shaping the destinies of numerous souls. Endwalker unapologetically confronts us with the 

repercussions of these decisions, whether grand or seemingly inconsequential. The narrative 

delves into the tension existing between the fulfillment of assumed duties and the carving of 

our own path, thereby prompting contemplation on agency and the weight of responsibility. 

Among the characters exemplifying this thematic exploration in Endwalker, G'raha Tia, the 

companion of the Warrior of Light, stands out prominently. After undertaking a time-

traveling journey subsequent to the fall of Amaurot, G'raha Tia arrives in the contemporary 

world. Collaborating with the Warrior of Light, G'raha Tia engages in the arduous task of 

reconstructing the legacy of the Ancients. However, amidst this process, G'raha Tia finds 

himself grappling with the delicate equilibrium between his aspiration to control his own fate 

and the savior role embodied by the Warrior of Light. G'raha Tia's odyssey raises profound 

inquiries regarding the intricate relationship between personal will and destiny. Is our fate a 

consequence of our chosen actions, or is it preordained by forces beyond our sphere of 

influence? The narrative arc of G'raha Tia suggests an amalgamation of both factors, wherein 

our destiny is shaped not only by our decisions but also by the influence of external forces 

beyond our mastery. 

Mythological Mirrors: Stories Shaping the Stars 



In Endwalker, myth and memory intertwine, weaving a mirror of shared consciousness. Once 

considered simple tales, myths emerge as powerful forces shaping the fabric of reality in 

Endwalker. Eorzea itself can be seen as a product of collective imagination, further imbuing 

the presence of myths and stories in this world with profound meaning. In Endwalker, myths 

are perceived as a force for both good and evil. Positive myths can inspire feelings of unity, 

resilience, and inspiration, while negative myths may evoke emotions of fear, separation, and 

destruction. The game emphasizes the importance of being aware of the power of myths and 

using them responsibly. One of the most significant examples of mythology in Endwalker is 

the story of Amaurot. Amaurot is a city where the Ancients once ruled in an eternal age. The 

story of Amaurot explores universal themes such as hope, sorrow, and rebirth. This narrative 

helps the inhabitants of Eorzea understand their own pasts and futures. Endwalker's approach 

to mythology provides a profound understanding of philosophical questions about reality, 

identity, and meaning. The game demonstrates how myths shape reality and play a role in our 

lives. Eorzea is portrayed as a product of collective imagination in Endwalker, making the 

power of the game's mythology even more meaningful. Myths create a shared past and 

identity for the inhabitants of Eorzea, offering a sense of purpose and meaning. Endwalker 

invites the residents of Eorzea to create their own stories and shape their own realities. By 

harnessing the power of myths, the game assists players in reconsidering their own existence 

and worlds. 

Flow and Definition of Time: A Variable Stream 

Endwalker challenges the flow and definition of time, where memories flow across 

dimensions, intertwining past and present, shattering the concept of a singular timeline. The 

Ascians devise a plan to halt the infinite cycle of time, prompting an exploration into the 

nature of time and its impact on our existence. One of the characters best embodying this 

theme is Urianger, the companion of the Warrior of Light. Urianger, a reincarnation of 

Elidibus, an Ascian in service to Zodiark, carries Elidibus's memories and experiences, 

endowing him with a profound understanding of the flow of time. Urianger's journey raises 

deep questions about the nature of time. Is time a linear phenomenon, or is it a continuously 

changing and evolving process? Urianger's narrative contends that time is not a static entity 

but an ever-evolving phenomenon. As he carries the memories of Elidibus, Urianger 

navigates through the ever-shifting tides of time, contributing to a greater comprehension of 

the dynamic nature of our temporal journey. In essence, Endwalker's narrative, through 

characters like Urianger, challenges the conventional understanding of time, portraying it as a 

dynamic and continuously evolving river rather than a static concept. 

Facing the Chasm of Existence: Embracing the Void Within 

Endwalker extends an invitation to confront the abyss of existence. The Final Days serve as a 

cosmic harbinger heralding the demise of the universe. Characters grapple with sorrow, 

despair, and a sense of meaninglessness. Yet, even in these dark times, rays of hope persist, 

emanating through themes of love, resilience, and sacrifice. Among the characters 

encapsulating this theme, Alphinaud, the companion of the Warrior of Light, stands out. Post 

the devastation of the Final Days, Alphinaud endeavors to find meaning in a world where 

everything has ceased to exist. His journey becomes a quest to discover meaning and purpose 

within himself and the surrounding world. Alphinaud's odyssey prompts questioning the 

essence and worth of existence. What is the meaning of life? Or is the meaning of life the 

significance we attribute to it? Alphinaud's story posits that the meaning of life is subjective, 

varying for each individual. These existential themes resonate with the works of existentialist 



thinkers such as Sartre and Camus. Sartre argues that creating the meaning of life is the 

responsibility of every individual. Camus contends that the absurdity of existence requires 

finding a way to confront its meaninglessness. In Endwalker, these existential themes are 

explored through various characters and events. For instance, the Warrior of Light in the 

XIVth Umbral Era questions the meaning of their own existence. Hydaelyn and Zodiark 

symbolize the conflict between freedom and destiny. These existential themes within the 

game can prompt players to contemplate their own lives and aid them in discovering the 

meaning of their existence.  

Conveying the Conscious Universe: Endwalker in the Context of Panpsychism 

Endwalker posits the intriguing notion that the universe itself may possess consciousness. 

Within the game's narrative, Dynamis is presented as a reservoir of universal consciousness 

capable of shaping the very fabric of reality. This conceptual framework prompts profound 

inquiries into our perception of self and the surrounding world. Are we solitary entities within 

the cosmos, or does the universe harbor interconnected consciousnesses? Dynamis's existence 

introduces the intriguing prospect of additional consciousnesses existing within the cosmic 

expanse. Endwalker unfolds as a narratively rich and intricate story, inviting contemplation on 

fundamental existential themes such as existence, reality, and our place within the cosmos. 

The philosophical underpinnings woven into the game's narrative have the potential to prompt 

players to reevaluate not only their own subjective realities but also their broader existential 

contexts. Furthermore, Endwalker proposes a universe in which even inanimate entities bear a 

latent spark of consciousness. This narrative element challenges traditional boundaries, 

eroding the demarcation between self and other. Such a perspective aligns with contemporary 

philosophical discourse, specifically the school of thought known as panpsychism. 

Panpsychism asserts that all matter, including ostensibly lifeless objects, possesses some form 

of consciousness. In Endwalker, this worldview is explored through various characters and 

events. Noteworthy instances include the Warrior of Light's ability to communicate with the 

souls of the deceased during the XIVth Umbral Era and the symbolic representation of 

Hydaelyn and Zodiark as conscious forces shaping the universe. This narrative perspective 

within Endwalker serves not only as a captivating storytelling element but also as a potential 

catalyst for players to critically reflect upon the nature of their own existence and the intricate 

tapestry of the world that envelops them. 

Conclusion 

Endwalker serves as a profound catalyst for existential contemplation. Its philosophical 

undertones provide players with a unique opportunity to reconsider their individual realities 

and existential frameworks. Delving into themes encompassing the essence of existence, the 

intricacies of time and fate, the exploration of mythology, and the nuances of consciousness, 

the game prompts deep introspection about one’s place in the grand scheme of existence. 

Moreover, Endwalker doesn’t merely present these themes as abstract concepts; it actively 

challenges players to confront the ramifications of their decisions and actions within the 

game’s narrative. This interactive aspect compels players to acknowledge their agency and the 

consequential impact they wield on the virtual world. This heightened awareness extends 

beyond the game, encouraging players to assume greater responsibility in their real lives and 

make more deliberate, conscious choices. In essence, Endwalker transcends traditional 

gaming boundaries, fostering a meaningful engagement that extends into the realm of 

personal reflection and ethical consideration. 
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